
Typeface 
Selection

STEP BY STEP GUIDE



Typeface selection is an 
art and a science.  
 
It is both subjective and 
objective—creative and 
pragmatic. 



Define the context and 
purpose. Understand 
the content.

STEP 1

Read and evaluate the text. 

What are you trying to communicate? 

Who are the readers? 

How are they reading? 

How long will they spend with the text? 

How do you want the readers to feel?  



STEP 2 What tasks do the 
typefaces need to 
fulfill?
Create a list of all of the tasks. 

For example: 
- Headlines 

- Long text passages 
- Footnotes 
- Numeric data 
- Musical notes 



STEP 3 What levels of 
hierarchy are needed?
Determine how you want to guide the reader. 

What should the reader see first, second, 
third, etc.? 
How will you establish clear contrast 
between levels of information? 

 
From there, determine: 

How many styles are needed? 
How many typefaces are needed?



STEP 4 What languages need 
to be supported?
Select a typeface with appropriate 
diacritics. Ensure it covers all 
linguistic needs. 

For example: 
Años 
Château 
Östergården 
Ćwikła 
Dấu Hỏi 



STEP 4WATCH-OUTS 

Dấu Hỏi

Ćwikła



STEP 5 What are the technical 
requirements?
Book, newspaper, screen, etc.?  

For example: 
How will a high-contrast typeface with 
thin hairlines react to screen printing 
on rough paper? 

Is the typeface hinted for screen? 



STEP 4 What are the technical 
requirements?

HINTING FOR SCREEN 

Hinting is a set of 
instructions 
included in a font. 

It improves the look 
and readability of 
text in low screen 
resolutions and 
small font sizes. 



STEP 4 What are the technical 
requirements?

UN-HINTED AND HINTED MALLORY 





STEP 6 How much does it 
cost?
What is the project budget?  
 
What licenses are needed and how many?  

-Desktop 
-Web 
-App



STEP 7 What are the historical 
and/or cultural 
considerations?

Consider the typeface and typeface 
designer as project collaborators. 

Be critical. Evaluate why the typeface 
was designed, it’s inspiration, and who 
designed it. 



STEP 4GILL SANS 

AKA “The  
Helvetica 
of England” 



STEP 4 What are the technical 
requirements?

GILL SANS 

AKA “The 
Helvetica 
of England” 



EPICENE BY KLIM 

to history, 
Epicene is not a 
revival typeface. 
It is an 
experiment in 
modernising 
Baroque 
letterforms 
without…falling 
into the trap of 
gender 
codifications.” 

Read more about 
Epicene here 

“While attentive 

https://klim.co.nz/blog/epicene-design-information/
https://klim.co.nz/blog/epicene-design-information/


STEP 4 What are the technical 
requirements?

EPICENE BY KLIM 

Read more about 
Epicene here 

https://klim.co.nz/blog/epicene-design-information/
https://klim.co.nz/blog/epicene-design-information/


STEP 4 What are the technical 
requirements?

UNDERREPRESENTED 
DESIGNERS 



STEP 8 Test the typeface  
in context.

Thoroughly test the typeface in several 
scenarios. Evaluate its qualities.  

Is it readable? 
What is it communicating? 



CONTRAST 

What is the 
contrast 
doing?  
 
Is it high, 
is it low? 



WIDTH 

Is it narrow? 
Is it wide? 



PROPORTION 

Not just of 
the letters 
themselves, 
but the 
relationships 
between them. 



SPACING 

Is there 
kerning in 
the font? 

A good 
quality font 
will be 
properly 
spaced. 



SPACING 

Is there 
kerning in 
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quality font 
will be 
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spaced. 



LEGIBILITY 

Legibility = 
how easy it is 
to distinguish 
one letter from 
another.  

*Readability = 
the ease with 
which a reader 
can recognize 
words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs. 



DESIGN 
STRATEGY 

Does it have 
a consistent 
edge quality? 



DESIGN 
STRATEGY 

Are there too 
many design 
moves?  
 
Are there too 
few design 
moves? 



TONE 

Does it fit 
the tone you 
are trying to 
strike? 

Is it 
appropriate 
for the 
content? 



TEXTURE 

Evaluate the 
overall 
impression of 
a block of 
text.  



TEXTURE 

Is it active? 
Is it calm? 
Is it noisy? 
Is it light? 
Is it dark?  
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TEXTURE 
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RANGE 

How does the 
roman relate 
to the 
italic?  
 
Is it 
distinct 
enough? 



RANGE 

Does the 
family have 
enough styles 
to fulfill 
the design 
tasks? 



RECAP 1. Define the context and purpose. Understand 
the content. 

2. What tasks do the typefaces need to fulfill? 

3. What levels of hierarchy are needed? 

4. What languages need to be supported? 

5. What are the technical requirements? 

6. How much does it cost? 

7. What are the historical and/or cultural 
considerations? 

8. Put it to the test! Evaluate its qualities in 
context. 


